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We at "Starblazer" want to bring you the very best in Fantasy Fiction. To 
do that we need your help. 

So that we can produce the kind of stories you want to read, please fill in 
the questionnaire on this page and send it to "Starblazer”. D. C. Thomson & 
Co. Ltd., 185 Fleet Street, London EC4A 2HS. 

If you don't want to cut your issue of "Starblazer", you can copy the 
questionnaire onto a sheet of paper. 

And there's a chance to win a full-colour print of one of our new-style 
wraparound covers! 

The senders of the ten letters which we judge to be the most informative 
will each receive one of the prints. We want to hear from you NOW! 


Name 


Age 


What kind of science 
fiction do you most enjoy? 
Please tick 
appropriate boxes. 

If you dislike any type 
of story, place a cross 
in the box. 


SUPERHEROES □□ FANTASY 
DUNGEONS SWORD AND 
AND DRAGONS □ □ SORCERY 
POST □ HORROR 
HOLOCAUST □□ STAR WARS 

ADVENTURE □□ DR. WHO 
HUMOUR □□ MYSTERY 


Where do you normally buy your STARBLAZER? 


Which is your favourite STARBLAZER story? 


Which is your favourite character?- 

Which is your favourite science fiction movie? 


Have you any comments to make about STARBLAZER... good 
or bad?-- 








OUTWARD BOUND FROM PLANET EARTH, 
DRIVEN AT SUBLIGHT SPEED BY THE 
SLUGGISH PUSH OF ION MOTORS, 
BATTERED BY AN ENCOUNTER WITH A 
METEOR STORM, THE VESSEL NAMED 
mURIAN QUEST* CAME INTO THE MATAR 
SYSTEM... FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER 
DEPARTURE... 


MANTLE OF HYDROGEN IN GAS AND 
LIQUID FORM. SURFACE 
TEMPERATURE OF 1200 DEGREES 
-UNSUITED FOR HUMAN 

HABITATION. 







































































KLAK — PAHI AS IF IT WERE EASY 
TO REAR A HUMAN UNIT, 
BUILDING UP THE CREATURE 
AGAINST THE WEAKENING 
EFFECT OF FREE-FALL, 
EDUCATING IT WITH WHAT LITTLE 
I COULD SALVAGE FROM THAT 
FIRE-GUTTED LIBRARY . ..KLOK. 



ENOUGH, UNIT. LET US 
MOVE ONTO PHASE-5. 






















































DOC, AM I READY YET 
TO COMBAT A 
DRAGON? 


YET — KLOK— YOUR STRENGTH DOES 
APPEAR TO BE INCREASING. 
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KLIK — YOU ARE STILL 
YOUNG FOR A HUMAN... 
IF ONE DISCOUNTS THE 
FIVE HUNDRED AND 
TWENTY YEARS PASSED IN 
YOUR FREEZE CUBICLE. 
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I SHALL PREPARE —BUT 
FIRST MY FAREWELL TO ‘ 
THOSE WHO WILL NOT BE 
COMING HOME WITH ME. 
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FREE-FALL — KLAK ... CONFOUND 
THAT WRETCHED T-6. 






UNIT AND MEDTECH, YOU 
ARE BOTH INVITED TO THE 
BRIDGE. READINGS ON THE 
FOURTH PLANET ARE NOW 
COMPLETE — EARTH-TYPE, 
SUITED TO HUMAN 
HABITATION. 
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MY OWN RESTING PLACE DURING 
THE DECADES I LAY FROZEN TILL 
ROUSED BY THE ONLY REMAINING 
MEDTECH — MY CUBICLE THAT 
MAINTAINED LIFE-SUPPORT WHILE 
THE OTHERS FAILED. 
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A PITY THOSE LIBRARY DISCS 
DIDN'T HAVE MORE DETAIL ON 
KNIGHTLY ATTIRE. 
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HERE'S A PRESENT FROM ME — A 
SUCER FASHIONED FROM MY 
LAST INGOT OF TRIKANIUM. 


T-6, GOOD FRIEND, TO YOU 
7 SHALL I DEDICATE THE 
SLAYING OF MY FIRST 
"V— DRAGON. 






THAT’S VERY KIND 
OF YOU, UNIT. 
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OBLIVION IN THE SUN. DOC, I 
KNOW NOW YOU AND T-6 WERE 
RIGHT IN NOT JETTISONING THE 
BODIES OF MY KIN IN SPACE. 





















































































































f UNIT 106A34 IS NOT FITTING A 
r- NAME FOR ONE WHO OWNS ALL “v- 
OF THIS. HENCEFORTH I AM SOLO )~ 
—HE WHO IS ALONE, r-_ 


UNIT — ER, SOLO, YOU ARE NOT 
ALONE. LOOK YONDER. 
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YOUR DOMAIN HAS ANIMAL 
LIFE, SOLO — CURIOUS TWO- 
HEADED BEASTS — COME 
DOUBTLESS TO PAY YOU 
HOMAGE. 
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SEP —LOOK! 
THAT NAME! 


SHADES OFSCORPIUS! 
IS IT REALLY POSSIBLE? 
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V THE OFFICER EXPLAINED THAT 
CENTURIES PREVIOUSLY THE TELURIAN 
EXPEDITION OF THREE SHIPS SET OFF 
CARRYING SETTLERS IN DEEP-FREEZE. 
A FEW YEARS LATER CAME THE 
HYPERDRIVE, A WAY OF BRINGING THE 
ELEMENT OF TIME INTO TRAVEL AND 
ENABLING SHIPS TO FAR EXCEED THE 
SPEED OF LIGHT... AND COVER IN 
WEEKS A SPACE DISTANCE THAT 
WOULD TAKE THOSE OLD VOYAGERS 
MANY HUNDREDS OF YEARS... 
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SO MY POOR UNIT WILL HAVE NO 
USE FOR THIS CHARTER WHICH 
BESTOWS THESE DOMAINS. 
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THAT’S RIGHT, LAO. THE GALAXY 
WAS OPENEO UP, THOUSANDS OF 
SYSTEMS WERE FOUND TO HAVE 
UFE-SUPPORTING PLANETS, AND 
THERE WAS A RUSH TO GET OFF 
OLD OVER-CROWDED EARTH. 
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THIS OLD VIDEODISC WILL NEED 
CHECKING. BUT THE TELURIAN 
CHARTER WAS NEVER REVOKED 
AND NO OFFICIAL DECREES OF 
SETTLEMENT WERE EVER MADE 
AFTERWARDS. 
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SON, WE KEEP A STATION HERE, 
BUT WE DON'T INTERFERE IN LOCAL 
AFFAIRS! IT'S A PLANET OF 
DANGEROUS PEOPLE AND YOU’D 
BE BETTER OFFCOMING WITH US. 



























































































































































SOLO AND DOC PASSED CULTIVATION ... 
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RUDE PEASANTRY HAPPILY 
LABOURING FOR THEIR LORD. 
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KUK... NO DOUBT 
A LOCAL CUSTOM. 
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ONE COMES TO MEET 
US —NO DOUBT TO 
INVITE ME TO A TRIAL 
OF ARMS. 
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I AM GAVCHAK, WARLORD OF 
THIS REGION, GREAT SOLO. I 
WELCOME YOU TO MY HOUSE. 
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SIR GAVCHAK. I WAS 
HOPING FOR A JOUST, 
BUT I GRACIOUSLY 
ACCEPT YOUR 
WELCOME. 
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ROAST YURK — A LOCAL 
DELICACY, LORD SOLO. 
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QUITE A CHANGE 
FROM VITPILLS. 
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IATER, AS THE FEASTING PROGRESSED — 




IS ALL TO YOUR LIKING, 
LORD? YOU HAVE ONLY TO 
ASK. 
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I WOULD LIKE TO 
RESCUE A DAMSEL! 
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CHIEF, THAT IS A TALKATIVE 
ROBOT. SEEMINGLY, THE 
BRAT WAS RAISED IN SPACE 
AND EDUCATED ON A FEW « 
SCRAPS OF ANCIENT EARTH < 
LEGEND —OF WHICH I WAS 
PROVIDED WITH A 
RECORDING. 
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WELL DONE, SCRIBE. 
NOW STAND BY IN CASE 
I NEED PLAY A TUNE 
WITH THIS WHELP. 
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NOW I HAVE ONLY TO 
PREPARETHE 
DOCUMENTATION. 










THE BOOK IS A DEVICE FROM THE . 
OLD TIME, LORD. IT RECORDS NOT 
ONLY YOUR HANDPRINT BUT THE 1 
WAVE PATTERN OF YOUR MIND. 
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GET ON WITH IT, SCRIBE — WHILE 
I TRY TO GET USED TO THE IDEA 
r OF HAVING A DESCENDANT FIVE 
HUNDRED YEARS OLDER THAN I 
Wwct r AM. 
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BADLAND. LORD — A PLACE 
TOB|AVO |d ED. there are ' 
,1 OTHER SUCH RUINS FROM 4 
(> THE BIG WAR OF A CENTURY 

I 5S2i N ™UOE INTO ONE AND 
STON AFTER YOUR HAIR AND 
TEETH FALL OUT. THEN YOU 
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THE LAIR OF GRfTZEL — ER, OUR 
NAME FOR DRAGONS, LORD. WE 
SHALL SUMMON FORTH THE < 
MONSTER FOR YOU. r—' 
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YOU ARE MOST KIND. I SUPPOSE IT 
IS A KNIGHTLY DUTY TO SLAY SUCH 
» CREATURES EVEN IF A DAMSEL IS 
-r NOT INVOLVED. 
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ONWARD TO GLORY, LORD SOLO. 
THERE COMES YOUR DRAGON. 
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NO BLOOD, BUT SPARKS. 

DRAGONS TRULY ARE . 
r CURIOUS MONSTERS. 
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HE MEANS US NO HARM, I LANA. 
HE IS A STRANGER HERE. A RELIC 
FROM OUR OWN PAST — AND HE 
HAS JUST SEEN THE BONES OF 
HIS PEOPLE TURN TO ASH. 
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SOLO WAS GIVEN A HISTORY LESSON... 
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THE DESTRUCTION OF THE LAST 
WAR PERSUADED THE GALACTIC 
POLICE TO FORBID MODERN 
WEAPONRY ON THIS PLANET — 
SINCE WHEN THERE HAS BEEN A 
STEADY SUDE INTO SAVAGERY AS 
WARLORDS BATTLE FOR 
TERRITORY AND THE OLD 
KNOWLEDGE IS FORGOTTEN IN THE 
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S STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL. HERE 
( WE ARE AT PEACE THANKS TO MY 
( INVENTION OF THE GRITZEL ... 
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L DANGER! WE ARE 
UNDER ATTACK FROM A 
-7 MONSTER. 
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I KNOW 
THAT VOICE. 
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GAVCHAKi HE'S ON THE PLANETARY 
HOOK-UP- 
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BEHOLD HIM DEVOURED BY THE 
AWESOME GRITZEL. HE WAS MY 
ADOPTIVE SON — AS I WILL PROVE BY 
DOCUMENTATION AT THE NEXT 
WARLORD COUNCIL. HIS ESTATES PASS 
TO ME AND BE ASSURED I SHALL FIRMLY 
IF SADLY TAKE UP THIS BURDEN OF 
RESPONSIBILITY. 








BY CHANCE WE WERE ABLE TO 
VIDEO THE TRAGIC PASSING OF 
THIS GALLANT LAD 
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HIS SON! WHAT 
DOES HE MEAN? 
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MY BOY. IN SOME WAY GAVCHAK 
GAINED YOUR CONSENT TO THIS 
RELATIONSHIP. NOW YOUR 
SUPPOSED DEMISE GIVES HIM 
LEGAL OWNERSHIP OF THIS WHOLE 
PLANET UNDER YOUR ANCIENT 
CHARTER. 
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A SUPPOSITION THAT WILL BE 
SHOWN AS FALSE WHEN MY 
LIVING PERSON CONFRONTS 
THAT VILLAINOUS VARLET — AS 
SOON IT WILL 
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WAIT! YOU GO TO YOUR SECOND 
AND DEFINITE DEATH IF YOU TRY TO 
RUIN THE SCHEMING OF GAVCHAK. 
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FATHER, SAVE YOUR 
BREATH. GOOD ADVICE IS 
^-7 WASTED ON THAT 
( BLOCKHEAD. 
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IASKJS IT LOGICAL I BE YOUR 
SQUIRE WHEN THERE ARE MANY 
UNITS OF THE TEACHER IN NEED 
OF MY MEDTECH SKILL? 
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OLD FRIEND, YOU MUST 
DO THE DUTY FOR \ 
, WHICH YOU WERE J 
PROGRAMMED —AS 
- T MUST I. i - * 


SOLO WENT ON ALONE... 
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THE SECOND BADLAND CITY I 
HAVE PASSED SINCE THE PLANET 
MOVED INTO ITS NIGHTSIDE — 
YET I RECALL ONLY ONE ON THE 
OUTWARD JOURNEY. 
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AYE, TIS HE — DISGORGED BY SOME 
MAGIC FROM THE MAW OF THE 
GRITZEU 














THE NEWS WAS BROUGHT TO GAVCHAK... 

















COME BACKI 
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1 WE CANT GO ON 
MEETING LIKE THIS! 
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SHUT IT! 
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SOLO! WE CAME AT THE URGING OF 
THE TEACHER, WHO POINTEO OUT 
THE ILLOGICALITY OF ALLOWING 

Y 2™T2.?S R,SH AFTER CARING FOR 
YOU FOR FIVE HUNDRED YEARS. 
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TEACHER, I AM GRATEFUL. NOW 
LET ME OFF AND I SHALL ATTEND 
TO GAVCHAK. 
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GAVCHAK HAD UNCRATEO HIS.'ULTIMATE WFAPOW’ 


n ^J«.9HS. e J ,tbe the cross-hairs 
THE TARGET and all that 
REMAINS IS TO PULL THE SMALL LEVER 


nUM'THIS HAD BETTER WORK 
l atter WHAT IT COST ME. r 
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HIGH ABOVE THE PIANCT 

f SEISMOSCAN DETECTS SMALL 
1 EXPLOSION OF CHEMICAL 

/ NATURE IN NORTHERN 
( HEMISPHERE. WILL INVESTIGATE 


INSIDE THE GRIT2EL 


AT LEAST WE LIVE, BUT 
THE DRIVE IS OFF AND 

[ALL CONTROL GONE. 


FATHER, LOOK AT THE 
TURBINE PRESSURE. 
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THE LAW WADE A BRIEF INSPECTION 
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WELLLAD, YOU CERTAINLY 
SETTLED GAVCHAK’S HASH. NOW 
ALL YOU HAVE TO DEAL WITH IS A 
THOUSAND OTHER WARLORDS. 
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' WHAT MY PARTNER MEANS IS 
THAT YOUR ANCIENT CHARTER 
> IS ACCEPTED AS LEGAL, BUT 
THE GALACTIC POLICE CANT 
BECOME INVOLVED IN HELPING 
k —r YOU TAKE OVER YOUR 
PROPERTY. TT Wt 


V 


M 


& 


•Ha- 




i. < 


...AND DEPARTED 
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THAT WOULD NOT BE FAIR ON 
YOURSELF AND OTHER GOOD PEOPLE 
ON THIS PLANET. NO, TEACHER, I AM 
OVERLORD AND I SHALL COMMENCE 
AT ONCE A KNIGHT ERRANT QUEST 
TO BRING PEACE TO ALL. mi 
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UNIT — ER, SOLO, FIVE HUNDRED 
YEARS OF HABIT IS DIFFICULT TO 
BREAK. I WISH BACK MY 
SITUATION AS SQUIRE. 
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SET OFF ON HIS QUEST....I 
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DOC, YOU HAVE THE POST. FIND 
ME A GOOD CHARGER, BUT FIRST 
REMOVE THE CHAINS FROM THE 
SERFS OF THIS CASTLE. 
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l,A MAID, YOU HAVE MY 
PERMISSION. YOU MAY 
BE OF SOME USE IN 
PREPARING FOOD, 
CLEANING AND 
SUCHLIKE TASKS. 
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FORGET THIS 
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Solo, son of a 
knight, had been 
educated by a robot 
teacher with a dodgy 
memory. As a result, Solo, 
rightful heir to the fertile 
Broad Lands of Space, had 
some pretty peculiar ideas 
about what a knight 
should do. To further 
complicate the issue, the 
barons that controlled 
Broad Lands had very 
precise ideas what to do 
with an heir who suddenly 
turned up to spoil their 
lucrative reign — and it 
didn't involve a long life. 












